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Þ Phi | © hes is it Sophronius, how goes 


. 
Y 


-Phil. Come, you are fo full of your Hy- 
ndriacal Fancies? Prythee why dor't 
you take a [ittle Phyſick this Spring ? 
hes br. Look you ! Tam probably as 
| Sdriguinly -inclined: as your ſelf, but my 
| preſent Circumſtances are a great*check 
upon my Complexion ; and 1 thit'it an 
unnatural impoſition to require a'Man to 
make himſelf merry with his-own Misfor- 


Phi, Your. Grizvances.-- | 
| SOS: To ſpeak comprehenſively" they 
are the Dutch, and their Actendants, viz. 


— — 


>. Beryeen Philobelgus and Sophrontue: 


1 the Wotld now? 
ot Sophy. Go ?: I believe not ſo well as was 
| rally expected. | 


curies. IRE (a>) 


Taxes, Loſſes, and ſtopin Trade: Tm fire 
my Eftate ſuffered conſiderably. by all 
Three of them the laſt Year, and you 
know my "was fingular: \ And 
truly at-hs Honour and Con- 
ſcience go now a dayy, for ought Iee, a 
lictle Money is the only Thing one can 


truſt to: Now when a Man looſes kig bet 
Friend thus unbappily, Thope you will” 


give him leave-to pay a decent reſpe@ to 
his Memory, and put his-Humons a little 
into Mourning. | %- 


Phil. Pray give over your Fliloſapbical 


Cant; dare you know Mn ng 
—_— WI. - 


Parliament 
have a Core for all your 
Sophr, 1 _ there will 


y to fir; there 
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(25) (=) - 
Meeting at Weſtminſter ; but I'm afraid the Sophy. Well! 1 find it's a great bappi- * Þ 
Effets of it will-not be ſo powerfully kind neſs to have a Conſcience with a'Muſcular 
as yew ſeem to expect. Motion, that can ſtretch and contract as 
Phil. Nere queſtion it! The greateſt occaſion ſerves. Bur what mk you 
part of rheſe Members are known to be talk about mending the AftspÞthe late 
Church of Exgland Men, and well atftefted Aſſembly at Wetminfer, Are the new Laws 
to Kingly Government ; (o that the Mo- out of Repair already ? | 
narchy and the Proteitant Religion will be Ph}. To deat franckly, Pm afraid they 
effe&ually ſecured by them : For the were never well put- together; for the 
Church of England Side being fo conſide- Writs by vertne of which the Convention 
rable a Majority both for Numbers, Qua- met, were neither ſent by the King, nor 
lity, and Intereſt, whatever is Legiflative- direfted to.the Sheritts, both which oughc 
ly dene by that Party, muſt by conſe- to have been done according to the ſtated 
quence be received with che moſt general Forms of our Conſtitution. 
Satisfaftion : This Expedient will filence Now though 1 am not willing to be of 
our Political Diſputes, and lay-our Ani- |, the Opinion of a late Authour, that theſe 
moſittes aſleep. "And ,when-we are once Omiſligns are ſuch Eſſential Nullities as no 
thns happily united, you may without ſubſequent Rarification can remedy, ( Reflect 
flattery promiſe your ſelf, that Ireland will . upon _Parl. Pacif. p. 1.) yet I think they 
be reduced in a ſhort time. ought to be ſupplied by a regularly con-, K 
Sopbr. No doubt of it and France too : vened Authority. 
But pray what Meaſures do you think will Sopbr. Now you are upon Omiſſions, 
be taken by theſe Weſftmin]ter Lords-and give me leave to mention another : You 
Gentlemen, in order to the performing may\remember the Convention neglected 
theſe extraordinary Things ? to take the Oaths of: Allegiance and Su- 
Phi; Fhough I dow love, to pronounce premagy. Now this ſome People will 
upon the Attions of ſo ono g Body. logeepret in an unfortunate Sence. - Be- 
yet.ſince you ask me. that Queftion, Ple cauſe there, are Two Statutes which fay. 4 
venture to tell you it's my Opinion, . They expreſsly, That every Thing which: the 4 
will ;confirm the Proceedings of the late Lords and Commons, do before they have 
Convention and Parliament. taken the faid Oaths is Nul and Void. 
Sopbr. That may be; but methinks you 7 Fac. 1. 30 Car. 2. 
give, an. untoward reaſon for -your Pbi. Dow trouble your ſelf, here will 
= 7 5 For why ſhould Men of the be ſwearing enough: this bour, 
hurch. of . Emgland- Perſwafion confirm Sophr. In good time : But ſtill F am 
the Proceedings of Republicans and ſorry to hear the late Ads at Weſtminſter | 
Presbytcrians, for ſuch you grant had Wants confirming. ot 
the Alcendant over the Houſes the laſh © Phil. Why fo? 
Year? . Sopbr. Becauſe if they want confirm- 
Or 


»ÞbJj..U Emergency of State we muſt- ing, (eſpecially upon ſuch material Ac- 
Lour Principle a little.; when the Ne- counts; ) they are.imperſet, and ;conſe- | 
y.15 once oFer We Carf return Streight quently properly ſpeaking no Laws at all. 2:1 


at For Law, like moxal Good, depends Ex- | 
| imegra | 
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(3) 
intagra Caſa; if any due Circumſtance be neceſſary+ For beſides ſome other.DefeCts 
wanting i looſes its Nature, and never in point of Form, the King's Writs and 
riſes into any Authorty, their 'omitting to take the Oaths of Al. 

Phil.-If they: are: not entirely perſett, legiance and Supremacy aboye mentioned, 
they come very little ſhort, and ought to are ſuch invincible Objections that cherc'is 
be regarded accordingly. no getting over them.. - 

Sopbr, Under favour you are out, they Sopbr. As yon fay the Objections preſi 
are certainly either compleat, or null : very ha ard ; but are you ſire they will be 
For we muſt obſerve that an Act of Par- removed by the Confirmaxon you Expect 
Hament is not like Cloth and Ribbans, va- from the enſuing 
luable in Nails and Remnants ; there is - Phil, Yes, what ſhould/hinder thei? re- 
no- ſuch Thing as balf, or three quarters moval ? Are nottheRoyal Writs Ifſucd one 
Law; either it muſt hold out tro the end according to the Formalities of. the Law? 
of the Meaſure, or it's good for nothing. And as for the Oaths youneed not feat the 
Now do you think your Arguments, Members will forget cotake them: 
which prove the Defetts, and conſequent Right! but Oathsare ſometimes 
the Nullicy of the late Weſminfter Proceed. fo unfortunate as to prove their point ins 
ings, has not brought us inro a fine Con- more than Wagers. For the purpoſe, ſup 
dition? What has the Habeas Corpus ACt poſe for Arguments ſake a Man -is abour 
been ſhackled, New Oaths framed, the to ſwear himfelf into ſome poſt of power 
Clergy Suſpended and Deprived, the: or adyantage, and Confined to'a particu- 
Peoples Pockets drained, a Court Mar: lar Object well enough known, if he-would 
tial ſer up, &c. and all without Law? For but take day light along with: bim:-bur' 
it ſeems the late Ordmances have no ſuffi- the Man for Reaſons beſt underſtood by 
cient Authority till they receive it from himſMFf, chuſes to fwear in the dark, and. 
the next Meeting. Has not Liberty and and fo ſtumbles upon a wrong perſon. L 
Property been admirably ſecured all this deſire ro know what his Oath ſignifies: in 
while ? Why were not thoſe Members as ſuch a Caſe? 
you call them Diſſolved, as ſoon as-their Phil. Not much to his Buſineſs : but Pa 
Head was Choſen, to make room for a le- afraid your Inſtance has no kind A 
gal Aſſembly if it could be had ; for to tion in it. To come out of the ds 
what purpoſe ſhould they ſit, when they therefore, I would gladly underſtand what 
were under an incapacity of doing any Objection can be fairly made againſt the 
Parliamentary A& ? This I mention to let Authority of the enſuing Parhamenr. 
you underſtand what an odd Opinion the = Sophr. Excuſe me there, 1 am not will” 
Pcople will be apt to have of the Weſftmin- ling to meddle with that point ! But if your 
fer-Tran/aFioys,, and by conſequence of have a mind to put a feigr'd Caſe, and lay 
the whole Revolution, if you pretend to, the Scene in: Uropia, I don't care if Idifs: | 
mend, and ſtrengthen the Authority upon courſe with you upon a reſembling Argus 
which they ſtand. ment only to! ſupport re Eg 

Phil. I conceive you; but after all I muſt - little. 
add that how ſingular ſoever a Confirma- Phil. Pray let us heay whara Tuleneyou 


tion may look, its an Expedient abſolutely have at Romancing, - 
A 2 Sophr, 


4 


Sophr. Well then to take Sir 7bo, Abore's 
Libercy, let us ſuppoſe the Uropians under 
an.Hereditary Monarchy, and that as long 
as the Royal Line continues, the Pcople 
bave ro more right to chooſe their King 
than their God ; ſuppole that the Laws of 
that Kingdom expreſly declare it Unlawful 
fo take up Arms agamſt the King upon any pre- 
tewee ' whatever ;, and that bar: Poſſeſſion 
againſt Right,. has no countenance from 
the Utopian 'Conftitution. Suppoſe a Mo- 
macctreliveiovindibly fortified by Law, Op- 
poſed by. one part of his Subjects, and De- 
ferted by moſt page-of the reſt; ſo that he 1s 
obliged to retire out of his Kingdom forthe 
fcurity of bis Perſon and Honour. Upon 
this- ſome part of the People; who were 
either inſtrumental in-the Change, or' wan- 
ted leiſure to recollect themſelves, or cou- 
rage to ſtand by the Laws; put themſelves 
underthe Protection of a Foreign Prince, 
whio- had lately made a Deſcent upon the' 


Kingdom: without .premifiag any Com- 


SatizfaCtion in a publick way. This Prince 
arithe inſtance of ſome obnotious and en- 
gaged Perſons, aflembles a. Sele&, and in 


Beople;. which the Uto2ians call a Conven- 
niet 'Fhis meciing having neither the EC 
ſence;. noz- fo mach as.the form of Law, 
tells the Nation ( though by a very ſlen- 
der:Majdrity ) that the King had R-/igned 
the Government ; though beſides other de- 
moriſtrative 'proofs, they had his Letters 
enthe Table to convince them on the con- 
tray. Theſe Men as the Uropian Hiſtory 
informs us, notwithſtanding they had no 
Right to diſpoſe of ſixpenny-worth of Pro- 
perty,- made no difhculty to deſeiſ their 
King of: his Crown and: Dignity; to the 
maincenance and ſupport of which they ere 
obliged to ſivear before they can enterupon 
\" 


Plaint by his Ambaſſadonr, or demanding 


idme places a precorcerted number of the © 


(4) 


any part of the Legeſlative;Authotity. AF. 
ter this remarkable beginning they pro- 
ceed to chooſe the aforeſaid Forreigr 
Prince their King ,, though every body 
knows: Utozia is no Eleftive. Monarchy; 
This Prince of their own making, and who- 
by. Conſequence could have no- Authority 
but what they gave him; yet to make 
them ſome return for their kindneſs, gives 
them a Power vaſtly greater than they 
pretended to before, and ſublimates them 
into a Parliament ( which ſignifies the 
ſame Thing in Uropia, it does With us. ) 
This Meeting after ſome Tryal, he diffol- 
ved probably among other Reaſons, be- 
cauſe he ſaw the People werenot generally 
ſatisfied about the Legaliry of its Conſtitu- 
tion... Since, they ſay, he has ſummaned- 
a New one, in which the uſual Prelimina- 
ries will be pnnCtually obſerved ; and-yet 
ſome People fancy all this wor't do »nei- 
ther. | 
- Phil.” Why: fo ? 

Sophr. Becauſe the Convention,. which 
is the Foundation upon which the late Uto- 


pian Revolution ſtands, had no Authority 


to tranſaft pablick buſineſs, and:therefore- 
their Proceedings though much more mo- 
derate might juſtly have been excepted: 
againſt. 

Phil. Your Reaſon. 

Sopbr. Becauſe they Convened them- 
ſelves by vertue of a Foreign Authority” 
without the Kings Summons; neglected 
to make thoſe ſolemn Tenders: of Duty 
and Allegieuce to their Sovercign which 
the Law r<quires, and wanted the Royal 
Allent to give life to their Votes, . Now if 
the Convention was an Unlawful Afſembly, 
the whole Foundation is Sapped , ' and 
thenall 'the Superſtructure maſt crumble 
into Rubbiſh. 

Phil. Though I can't fay I. am-pleaſed- 


'5) 


with pourEntertainment, yet pray go on, 
and bes clear as you can; for fince we 
are difcourſing--abont 'a 'Subject which-id 
Viſionary knd Romantick, we'may 'ſpeak 
as intettipibly as we pleaſe. | 
Sopbr. 1 fay 'then if the Conwention was 
_ & private unauthorized Meeting, if they 
had no Power to ſet afide their Old, and 
make another King ; then their New 
Governour- can have no Right to to the 
Regal Stile and Authority. Nibil dat quod 
nous babet : A man cannot receive that from 
another, which he has no power to give. 
Nothing but a -Nullty can proceed from a 
Nullity, for no effe&' can rife above the 
Vittte and. Efficacy ' of its Cauſe. Such 
eſſential Defefts in the Principles of Go- 


vernmnent are like Errours in the firſt Con-- 


coRion, never to be rectified : And there- 
fore the aſſuming the uſual Forms, and 
appearing in'the ſhape: of rhe Old Con. 
ſtitution, is to ſpeak ſoftly, but-Pageantry 
and Varniſh, at the beſt. 

Phil. 1 am told that about the year 
1660, in- the Reign of Don Carl#s, there 
was a Parliament made our of a Con- 
vention, - whick' was Joon after difſolved, 
and another convened according to Law : 
In which the- Acts of the former were 
confirmed. Which confirmation paſling 
upon them they were always looked up- 
on as unqueltionable- Law ; though I 
gfant you they' wonld kave. been- null 
and - nnauthoriftafive without it. And 
pray has not a Parliament as much Au. 
thority now, as it had Thirty years ſince. 

Sophr.- No doubr on'r, But you mi- 
ſtake the point horribly; the caſe 1s: by 
no. means che-fame. . 

Phil. Where lies the difference ?: 

'Sophr. | wonder you don't perceive. it ! 


Pray was Don ' Carlos a Conventionary- 


King. - Didhe derive lits Power-from the 


there isno help for it; 


EleCtion of the People ? 'on tlie contrary 
was not his Title and Authority 
founded-upon Hereditary Right+ acco 
ing /to the known Laws of the ' Monar-- | 
chy? 1 confeſs if his Father had been-- þ 
then lving, or he had broke in upony | 
the Succeſſion your- precedent would! 
have held, but now it's nothing to-. the- 
purpoſe: | wer cs, 5 

Phil. Make it clearer if you can.. 

Sephy. Clearer fill! why dor't you” 
know there can: be no Parliament in Uto-- 
ia without a King ;-for there, Rexeſt ca- 
put, principlum, & finis Parkamienti; as a. 
great Lawyer hasit, .. * | | 

Phil. And have not-the. Utopians made * | 
themſelvesa new King, what: would you- | 
have more ? | 

Sopby. 1 perceive. you have forgotten - | 
what we bave difſcourked already - con- | 
cerning the incompetent Authority -upon” 
which their preſent Eſtabliſhment is found- 
£d, and that they have nothing but Air- 
for their Bafis ; however 1 ſhall only re- - ' 
freſh your memory with Two Queftions, .. | 
your Anſwer to-which will I ſappoſe give - 
you full fatisfaftion. Pray can a Prince 
forfeit when the Laws zxpreſsly. declare 
him ifreſiſtable, and chat his People bave- | 
no Authorityto call him to an accoutit; 

Phil. No” 

Sophr. Then if he was once King; he- 
muſt continne fo as long as he lives, ex- - 
cept he is pleaſed to Reſign. 

Phil. I dor?c ſee Princes are very Wil-- | 
ling to do that ; but your other Queſtion. | 

Sophr. The next thing | ask you 1s: whe- 
ther it- be'not a contracittion in*Terms - 
to chooſe a King in-an Hereditary Mos- - 
natchy ? | 

Plyl. | am ſorry F am obligedito An- | 
fwer yes ;- but the reaſon is: ſo--plain- thae” 


| 


> Of o 
av © 


"Sopbr. Very- well !1 fpppolſe by this 
Pecan are ſafficiently- convinced that 


4s no ' more then .4 ſecond Edition © of 
the Convention; and appears 'with . all 
the great Errata of the firſs Impreſſion. 
Phil. You thave an unlucky hand at 

telling a* Story ; for though we have made 
a long: Voyage, and cut the Line for Con- 
-verſation ; yet methinks the” caſe of the 
Altopians is ſo like our own that. | can- 
not. help being uneaſy at "the Reſem- 
Þlance. 

- Sophr. You ſeem to have a tender Senſe 
\,of things ; which I hope: is no-1ill progno- 
Mtick. 

| Phil. Since you ſay ſo much, I muſt free- 
Iy own to you, that in my Opinion the 
date turn of Aﬀairs was very indefenfible, 
* .andI would not for the World have been 
engaged : Buc fince it's brought abour 
without my aſſiſtance, I think my ſelf 
obliged'to ſtand by it, and not go mur- 
-muring about, and unhinge the publick 
Settlement. 

Sopbr. How well we are, or are like 
to be Settled, upon our new Bottom, is 
-pretty apparent : but granting the pre- 
Fent Eſtabliſhment was never ſo firm and 
agreeable, yer let me tell you that the 
abetting an obnoxious Intereſt, and yni- 
ting in un-maintainable Deſigns, is no bet- 
ter than a Confederacy of » it's an 
open Defiance of Jultice and Honour; 
and the Settlement of thoſe 2uos dicere nols. 
I perceive you are fo good natured as 
not to throw a man out of his Houſe; 
Þur ifhe is once diſpolle{ied, though, by 
never ſo remarkable' a violence, none 
more forward then your ſelf to Garri- 
fon it againſt him ; andif he offers to rc- 
turn at his peril be it. You are a little 
Mqueamiſh about beginning an ill ching, 


66) 


chis:next Utopian Parliament as you call it . 


but an admirable ſecond: for-rather then 
right ſhould take place, and oppreſſion 
be obliged to refund, you are bravely re- 
folved to venture your all. 1 deſire ro 
know whether ſucceſs can change the na- 
ture of good and evil; or right is founded 
upon wrong ? if not, what a monſtrous 
inconſiſtency is to practiſe that which 
we condemn, and maintain that - which 
we abhor ? will you engage your Advice, 
your Perſon, and your Intereſt, for the 
ſupport of violence? and imbark Body 
and Soul in a Cauſe which you own to 
be unaccountable ? This is to be 4 parta- 
ker of other Mens Sins with a witneſs, 

Pbil. I grant the Cauſe' was: unagcoun- 
table at firſt but——— 

Sophr. Ar firſt! Then it is ſo ftil:-For 
undoubtedly that which it's unjuſt to get, 
ies unjuſt to keep ; unleſs Impenitency be 
a Vertue; and freſh Injuries a ſufficient Sa+ 
tisfaction for old ones: 

In the Name of Reaſon conſider the 
weight of the Caſe, the ſingularity of che 
Guilt, and the extent of the Miſchief, and 
then keep your old Opinion if you can. 

Phil. I confeſs if I thought the former 
Government could recover Without bring- 
ing Popery along with it, I could bearken 
to what you fay. 

Sophr. Pray can you be made a Papiſt 
againſt your Will ? 

Phil. No. Religion. of what denomi- 
nation ſoever ſuppoſes choife and convi- 
ction of Judgment. 

Sophr. Good | Then you may ſecure 
one, and every Body elſe by God's Grace 
may do as much : So that in fine there is 
no fear of looſing our Church, unleſs we 
betray It. 

Phil. But though our Proteſtant Faith 
cannot be wreſted from us, yet are we 
not like to ſuffer for adhering to it ? 


Sopbr. 'm afraid rather for not adhe- 
ring to it. God grant our Practiſe,may 
be- as reghlar, as our. Profeſſion will .be 
undiſturbed ; Of all Nations 70d are moſt 
unlikely to bay Expe perime eo 
us; you remember how Pa 1ence 
went in Eighty eight. But 1 Ry not at 
leiſare to argue this point 'any further 
with you ; if you are unſatisfied you may 
conſult a late Book, called Vindicie Furs 
Regis, which | am cold will. cure you of 

our Fears, if you ate not, over.grown 
with Spleen ,. and Prejudice. However 
at preſent granting ( which I don't be- 
lieve ) that your Apprebenſions were rea- 
ſonably founded, What, are we the bet. 
ter? Would you. have us keep out Popery 
right or wrong , or is nothing wrong 
which tends to ſo SanCtifed an End ? 

Phil. Truly, I think, Religion ought to 
be our principal Care, and ſecured by all 
Means. 


YI 


you cheat 'bim- fir the Froeftant « nal 
gow! Mt | 

: Phil. Cheat bim no, God forbid! | 

' Sohypr, Vepy well! And. for the fame 


reaſon. yournwn mc 6 te x4 | 
you not tO parity: 
of. the \Kingy of-- la yon 1 wut er 
upon Birth - xight and: Lineal: Deſcene: 
ſo that let cheiy. Creed be what ie- will, 
their Authority is the fame : And: there= 
ag phedience! off IT: mow 
proportionable. : ; ay.: : g.:) 

bare. a Prince | of; a different -Perſwaſion; 
we ſhould, cather oblige our ſelveso' a 
greater exactneſs of our Behaviour upon 
this account, to. prevent all ſuſpicion of 
Difaffetion,, and, to preſerve, the Honour 
of our Religion. 

For the Love of "God, therefore Philo- 
belgs, let us hear no more of this hor- 
rible Cant. - Let us not give the World an 
occaſion to belive that Proteſtancy teaches 


9 Sophr. That is by all good Means and\/\us to break apr Faith ; and to be guilty of 
ill Mears : Does St. Paul tell us that we thoſe Crimes, which modeſt Heathens 


may do Evil that Good come ont. Pray, 
what Church is that which we nſed to 
charge with ſuch DoCtrin as this, with 
Depoſing Kings, and making Holy Wars 
to ſiippreſs Mijsbelievers? Which is fo rank 
a Principle, that not many of the Jeſuits 
themſelves will own it. 

Phil. When you have faid all, Pm a- 
fraid. the Beaſt in the Revelations ſhould 
prevail, except we make a vigorous Op- 
poſition, 

Sopbr. How can that be , ' when we 
have ſo much modern Prophecy againſt 
him? Bur ſetting aſide this miſtical Divi- 
nity, give me leave to ask you a Que- 
ſtion. Suppoſe you owed a Roman Ca- 
tholick a Sum of Money, could you find 
in your Conſcience to pay him, or would 


would bluſh at. © Ler us not defend the 
beſt of Churches, with the worſt of Pra» 
Ctiſes, Nor damn one Age to ſecure the 
next. To uſe ſuch Expedients as theſe, 
is the way to ruin that which we would - 
Support ; and to make our Communion 
Nauſcious and Contemptible ; for there 
is no Man of Natvral Probity, none that 
is Generouſly Inclined, but will ſcorn 
a Religion which obliges him to: be a 


Knave. 
Phil. You know oor. Rejon doe not 
give this ſcandalous Libe 
Sopbr. True: bur if it be dl then? 
Phil. You grow warm : But for my 
part 1 hope all will be well, becauſe as 
1 obſerved to you, the, Parlia CON- 
fits moſtly of Churctvof men: 
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ns. in the Face, nut ighly 
the 'guile, and make' the mb 
pooh mo the Power” ob 
\Gentlemen you ſpeab 
| # noble Stand + | to-igevive Fs Fes 
rt the Honour of theis Coun 
and Ts: God grant rnd ; S 
- lurion to att-up to-the Opportun "g= 
Phil. Hold ! 1 bave-cenough ; a tha þ 5 
you-may nor ſuſpect your Diſcourſe 
thrown away; I give you. my "Ward; 
; : the fame will conſider what you chave Taid, *.. 
| eps upon :thought -ard' deliberation. * Sophr. Very well! if alf People u 
when-we have Light and Demonſtration .do ſo impartially, it's eaſy to Seb 
.t guide us. To chooſe confuſion for our effeft : but I'm afraid it's the way of rg 
” Model; to perſiſt in ſo 'remarkable an many to hearken only to one fide;; 
£0T0L, when the mortal Fagquenes ſtares to think upon neither. Adis. 
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